
monary tuberculosis, on July 18, after an illness lasting two
years. He was a prominent physician and widely known
throughout western Massachusetts. He was born in Aurora,
Ont., and graduated from Victoria University in Toronto.
Dr. Tracy was the husband of Hattie Schell, the authoress,
whom he. married in 1893. lie was a member of the Massa¬
chusetts Young Men's Democratic Club, and of the Board of
Medical Pension Examiners ; also a member of the Massa¬
chusetts Medical Society since 1887.
The Rev. James Liddell Phillips, M.D., is reported to

have died recently in Calcutta, India. He was a well-known
Baptist missionary, and son of a famous missionary, the Rev.
Jeremiah Phillips, D.D. He graduated at Bowdoin College,
took a medical course at the College of Physicians and Sur¬
geons in this city, and received the degree of M.D. in 1864.
He married Miss Mary R. Say les, of Pascoag, R. I., and went
to India in June, 1865. He founded the Bible School in
Midnapoor, and was its principal for several years. He re¬

turned to the United States in 1885 and became Chaplain of
the State Institution of Rhode Island and was subsequently
Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance of Philadelphia. He
was Moderator of the General Conference in Marion, Ohio,
in 1886.
J. Westley Allen, M.D., of Altoona, Pa., July 20, aged 57.
-Herman B. Wittwer, M.D., of Chicago, July 26.-Wal¬
ter C. Overstreet, M.D., of Monmouth, 111., July 26.-W. T.
Strachan, M.D., formerly of Lancaster, Pa., July 23, aged 65.
-Frances Kyle, M.D., of Sioux Falls, S. D., July 24.-J.
B. Lebbond, M.D., of Sioux Falls, S. D., July 24, aged 70.-
Augustin J. Dairymple, M.D., of Baltimore, Md., July 24, aged
65.-Lemuel D. Putnam, M.D., of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
July 22, aged 72.-Thomas Gunn, M.D., of Chapman, Kan.,
July 23.-Adam Bryan, M.D., of Detroit, Mich., July 21,
aged 66.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Prophylactic Effect of Sea Air in Tuberculosis.—M. Lalesque

has studied the prophylactic and curative action of the change
to the sea air of Archachon in 220 subjects sent thither, either
threatened with or suffering from tuberculosis in different
forms. He gives the following results: prophylactic action,
50 cases, 50 recoveries. Curative action, 170 cases ; in the
first stage 73 cases—22 recoveries, 39 ameliorations, 12 aggra¬
vations or deaths ; in the second stage 37 cases—1 recovery,
24 ameliorations, 12 aggravations or deaths ; third stage 60
cases

—

4 recoveries, 21 ameliorations, 35 aggravations or
deaths. M. Lalesque observes that the sea air, in common

with that of mountains, is notable for its purity.1
Regulations for Consumption Sanitaria.—The Comité Con¬

sultatif Francais d' Hygiene Publique has formally ap¬
proved the following regulations, drawn up by M. Netter,
for the sanitaria for consumptives : 1, sanitaria should be
built upon elevated sites surrounded by cultivated grounds
and parks, these making a boundary between the public and
the patients, who should confine themselves within its limits
as much as possible ; 2, each establishment should be pro¬
vided with a steam apparatus for the purpose of disinfection
and through which all the body and bed linen and clothing
should be passed before being washed ; 3, rooms should be
disinfected and re-painted before they are occupied by new
patients, and all floors should be covered with linoleum ; 4,
all excreta and dejecta should be thoroughly disinfected
before being disposed of ; 5, patients must be prohibited
from expectorating elsewhere than in spittoons provided,
and these must be scrupulously disinfected every day.2

A Plea for Better Registration of Vital Statistics.—Dr. J. F.
Kennedy, Secretary of the Iowa State Board of Health, com¬
menting upon a decision of the Iowa Supreme Court, up¬
holding the validity of the statute requiring physicians to
report births and deaths occurring in their practice, urges
that a faithful registration of births and deaths —" the alpha
and omega of life"—would facilitate the identification of
individuals and thereby aid in the settlement of estates, as¬
sist in the detection of criminals, afford data for the estima¬
tion of life expectancies, furnish to medical and sanitary
science important and valuable information regarding the
state of the public health, throw light upon the causal con¬
ditions under which prevailing diseases occur, thus leading
to intelligent methods for prevention, and afford reliable
information as to climatic influences in the production of
sickness and death. He believes, from personal observation
as a physician extending over a period of more than thirty-
seven years, and from the meager and imperfect reports in
his office, that Iowa enjoys an enviable position as to salu¬
brity of climate, physical vigor, high birth rate, proportion¬
ately low death rate and longevity, and is sure the figures
could be produced to verify this belief if only the physicians
of Iowa could be induced to report as required by law. He
thinks that patriotism and State pride should overcome any
hesitation on account of inconvenience or want of pecuniary
compensation. But "if the profession in Iowa, in the face
of the statute and its expressed penalties; in view of
the decision of the Supreme Court ; in view of the incalcu¬
lable benefits of these statistics to the profession and to
science, and in view of their material advantages to Iowa,
can not be induced to furnish these reports, I hope every
physician in Iowa will unite in petitioning the next General
Assembly to remove from our statutes every section and
syllable relating to the registration of vital statistics." '

Bovine Vaccine Plant at Dublin.—A very thorough and intel¬
ligently managed vaccine establishment is possessed by the
profession in Ireland. The Press and Circular reports con¬

cerning a special investigation of the institution as follows :
"We have had an opportunity of observing the process of

preparing calf lymph in the establishment recently opened
by Dr. Denham, at Sandymount, near Dublin. The calves,
three or four months old, are obtained from graziers, in such
number as may be required, and are stabled at the Vaccine
Institute, a house which is kept rigorously clean and is pro¬
vided with fresh air by an electric fan. Upon admission,
each of these calves is examined by the veterinary surgeon
to the Institute, to insure that no signs of disease exist. Their
temperature is taken, and a pulmonary examination is made.
If found perfectly healthy the belly of the calf is shaved.
The table upon which the animal is laid is specially con¬
structed for the purpose, the top being capable of being
tilted from the vertical to the horizontal position. The ani¬
mal is ranged up against it when it is vertical, and its head
secured in an ordinary head-stall with a pillow underneath
to prevent the animal hurting itself. A strap is drawn
around the body, and the table is then tilted to the hori¬
zontal position with the calf upon it, and the feet are
strapped down with padded straps. The belly is then
shaved and the surface washed first with boracic solution
and afterward with sterilized water. The inoculations are
then made, to the number of about thirty, on the denuded
surface with lymph, which has been previously tested and
found free from any taint. This having been done, the ani¬
mal is returned to the stall. As the vaccine fever develops,
the temperature usually goes up from 102.2 to 102.5,102 being
the normal temperature of the calf, and, as the vesicles de¬
velop, recedes again to the normal. One hundred and twenty
hours after inoculation the calf is again laid on the table
and the lymph is taken off, in which process a clamp like a
phimosis clamp and sundry other instruments, all sterilized,
are used. The lymph thus collected is then brought to the
laboratory, where it passes into the hands of Professor Mac-
Weeny, who, by microscopic examination and germ cultiva¬
tion, tests its purity. This necessarily consumes a good deal

1 Jour. de Med. de Bordeaux, No. 19, 1895.
2 Union Medicale, June 22, 1895. 1 Iowa Health Bulletin, July, 1895.

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Iowa User  on 05/30/2015



of time, during which the lymph stock is kept in a refriger¬
ator. If it is pronounced to be quite pure it is then placed
in a 'pulper' or mixer, for the purpose of incorporating it
with glycerin and sterilized distilled water. This instru¬
ment is driven at a very high rate of speed by an elec¬
tric motor, and the lymph is delivered from it in a defibrin-
ated condition to be filled into tubes. The lymph is prepared
according to three methods : a, it is transferred to points
direct from the calf and without any admixture whatever;
or b, it is defibrinated, as above stated, in the electric 'pulper'
with a small quantity of glycerin and water, and put into
tubes ; or c, it is made up sufficiently liquid to press into
tubes. The only point in this method of procedure which
might be open to question, all the rest being strict scientific
work, is the care which the animals receive when in the In¬
stitute, and this we have specially noted. As far as we could
observe, every possible precaution and every care suitable
for a human being under similar circumstances was taken
with these animals."
Mob Violence Against Sanitation.—Violence, with murder,

has been, it is believed, the indirect result of the efforts of
Europeans, to apply modern methods of sanitation against
cholera in Asia. The riot took place at Jeddah, oh the Red
Sea, and the rioters are supposed to be Bedouins. In the
course of the outbreak, the new cholera hospital was de¬
stroyed. It is highly probable that the outbreak was a kind
of reaction, or protest, against the new sanitary regulations
adopted at Jeddah to prevent the spread of cholera.
Jeddah is a port on the Red Sea about half way between
Aden and Suez, sixty-five miles from Mecca, the birth¬
place of Mohammed. The pilgrims to Mecca usually em¬
bark there, and at this season of the year there are often
100,000 of them in the city. These pilgrimages have often
been the starting point of a rapid spread of the disease. The
Paris Sanitary Conference arrived at the unanimous con¬
clusion that a great source of danger was to be found in the
filthy condition of the wells and water tanks around Mecca
and along the shores of the Red Sea. These reservoirs are
open to all pilgrims, and the tanks serve as bathing places as
well as for. the supply of drinking water. The wells have
been deepened and covered over, regular bathing places
have been provided, and no one is allowed to bathe in the
tanks from which the drinking water is supplied. The pil¬
grims who had been accustomed to lower their filthy skin
bottles into the wells, have this year had pure water meas¬
ured out to them, and have not been allowed to draw for
themselves. As the wells are accounted holy, some dissatis¬
faction was to be expected, and the late outbreak is doubt¬
less due to it. The pilgrims regarded as an unwarrantable
restriction of their liberty, the salutary regulations designed
to save their lives and the lives of thousands to whom they
might communicate the disease.
Changes in the New York City Board of Health.—On July 23,

the Board of Health of New York city retired at his own
request, Dr. John T. Nagle, Registrar of Vital Statistics. Dr.
Nagle has asked for this action on the score of ill health.
By the unanimous vote of the board, Dr. Nagle was retired
on an annual pension of $600, to begin on August 1. Dr.
Nagle is the first officer of the Health Department to be
retired under the pension law passed last winter. He was
himself the father of the law. It allows amaximum pension
of $1,200. The Health Board yesterday promoted Dr. Roger
S. Tracy to the office of Registrar of Vital Statistics, with a
salary of $3,500 a year. He has been the Chief Statistician
of the department for several years. Dr.Nagle was the chief
medical officer of the Third Division of Cavalry in the Civil
War, and he lately received a government pension. He was
appointed a Sanitary Inspector in the Health Department
in 1869, and for many years he was at the head of the Bureau
of Vital Statistics. The new Registrar, Dr. Tracy, was born
in Vermont in 1841, was graduated from Yale College in
1862, and took his degree from the College of Physicians and

Surgeons in 1868. He was on the medical staff of Bellevue
Hospital for some time, and later studied medicine in
Europe for a year and a half. Soon after his return he enter¬
ed the Health Department, and some years later became Reg
istrar of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, which position he
occupied until Dr. Nagle was appointed to the position.
Health Reports.—The following health reports have been re¬

ceived by the Supervising Surgeon-General of the Marine-
Hospital Service:

SMALLPOX—FOREIGN.
Austria : Trieste, June 30 to July 6,1 case.
Egypt: Cairo, June 17 to 24, 1 death.
England: Southampton, July 6 to 13, 1 case.
Germany : Prague, June 30 to July 6, 5 cases.
Holland : Rotterdam, July 6 to 13, 2 cases.
Hungary : Buda-Pesth, July 1 to 8, 7 cases, 1 death.
India : Calcutta, June 8 to 15,19 deaths.

SMALLPOX—UNITED STATES.
Louisiana : New Orleans, July 13 to 20, 7 cases.
Michigan : Battle Creek, July 23 to 30, smallpox reported :

Detroit, July 23 to 30, smallpox reported ; Olivet, July 23 to
30, smallpox reported.
Missouri : St. Louis, July 13 to 20,1 case, 1 death.

CHOLERA—FOREIGN.
India: Bombay, June 11 to 18,1 death; Calcutta, June 8

to 15, 27 deaths.
YELLOW FEVER—FOREIGN.

Cuba: Cienfuegos, July 13 to 30,2 deaths; Havana, July
11 to 18,18 deaths ; Sagua la Grande, July 13 to 20, 1 case.
Mexico : Vera Cruz, July 11 to 18, 5 deaths.

Havana, Cuba, July 20,1895.
Sir:—In confirmation of my telegram of the 19th inst., in¬forming you that " yellow fever had, within the last few days,

increased considerably among civilians," I have now the
honor to say that there were eighteen deaths from that dis¬
ease during the week ending July 18, and that a large partof them occurred during the last few days of that week. As
all of these deaths were among civilians in different parts
of the town and none among soldiers, it indicates a tendencyin the disease to spread in the city. Up to the present time
very few or none of the recently arrived soldiers stay in thecity longer than it takes to be formed into battalions, getclothing, etc., and be forwarded to the territory of the
insurrection. Very respectfully,

D. W. Bukgess,
U. S. Sanitary Inspector, M.-H. S.

St. Petersburg, July 8, 1895.
CHOLERA IN RUSSIA.

In the government of Volhynia from May 26 to June 22,
1895, there were 136 cases of cholera resulting in 40 deaths.
A conference was held lately in the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs between the representatives of Austria-Hungary andRussia, with a view to carrying out the resolutions of the
Dresden International Sanitary Conference, concerning
measures to be adopted in cholera time for the frontier
traffic with Russia, based upon the experience obtained dur¬
ing the last cholera epidemics in Russia and Galicia. A
complete understanding was arrived at in reference to all
measures for the control of cholera, should it arise in the
neighborhood of the Russo-Austrian frontier, and safeguard¬
ing the frontier traffic as far as possible.
Further, the Russian Government, fearing that cholera

may be carried into Russia via Vladivostok from Japan, istaking every precaution. Only a few days ago, six physi¬cians were sent to Vladivostok from the Medical Depart¬
ment at St. Petersburg, with orders to keep strict watch and
use all possible means of protection.

John Karel, Consul-General.

SELECTIONS.
Anchylostoma Anemia in the Vicinity of Naples.—Paolucci

(Riforma Mêd., 1894) records four cases of anchylostoma in
1894. This malady appears to be limited to the country on
the eastern boundary of the city, where the poor tenants
cultivate vegetables in fields, watered by dirty streams pol¬
luted by manure, and to which they fetch from the city, dung

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Iowa User  on 05/30/2015


